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realised. "And in the end, as is the general tendency of Prakriti,
Tantric discipline lost its principle in its machinery and became
a theme of formulae and occult mechanism still powerful when
rightly used but fallen from the clarity of their original
intention." Nevertheless it is the most daring of spiritual experi-
ments ever undertaken by mankind, and its practice produced a
rich harvest of psychological experience about almost every part
and plane of man's being, so much so that a conception of their
integrality and wholeness was felt to be a necessity in the later
spiritual endeavours of the race.

The spiritual mind of India derives not a little of its
synthetic cast from the culture of the Tantras. Bengal, the
earliest to take it up, developed it by going through every aspect
of its discipline and achieved a success almost unique in her
religious history. It contributed very largely to her remarkable
creative activities in the realm of art and learning, which are wit-
nessed more particularly during the Pala period when Mahayana
Buddhism was prevailing in the country only as another name
tor Tantrikism. Throughout her history Bengal may be said to
have grown in her consciousness of Shakti, which is believed to
be a chief source of inspiration of many of her fruitful
cultural efforts. And it would not be entirely incorrect to say
that even in modern times the cultural and religious movements
in Bengal have many of them had distinctive elements of Tantric
idealism as their guiding motivation. It is in them as well as in
what has been done before in the same direction that the
meaning is to be sought of the tendencies of the race and of the
possibilities of their fulfilment in the future. In the days of
the decline when every thing seemed discouraging for a renewal
of the country's destiny, it was the Tantric thought, no less than
the practice of its cults, that kept alive the fire of the nation's
soul, and when the opportune moment came we find it leaping
up into a flaming aspiration towards the Light, as seen by the
Ancient Fathers. At this momentous period the curve of India's
destiny, for the first time since it began, shows signs of an
upward movement. It seems to have caught a very faint glimpse
of the same kind of light as it had started from, but it is now at
an opposite direction towards which the curve is moving in a
semi-circle. Tantrikism, combining as it does different means
and nitCthods of man's inner striving, re-kindled in the being of
the race all its past seeldngs and helped to canalise them
towards the fulfilment of its highest spiritual destiny. If it
could not fulfil its great aim in the long period of its influence
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